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fices we know were common among the Phoenicians, and their
colonists the Carthaginians; and probably the custom pre-
vailed in Caanan when Abraham's faith was tried by the com-
mand to offer up his son, through whom blessing was promised,
not only to his family, but to the whole race of mankind.
The Greek drama affords an affecting exhibition of the
practice in the immolation of the daughters of both Priam and
Agamemnon. It was endured by the Athenians, whom we
regard as so intellectual, during the Persian war; it occurs,
also, in Roman History, and was only abolished in the empire,
as late as the second century of the Christian era, by Hadrian.*
Thus we see that the necessity of a propitiation was every-
where acknowledged; yet, strange as it seems, the belief in
the promised atoning victim had died away, and was only dimly
visible in the Mosaic ritual. That law testified, that " without
shedding of blood there is no remission " (Heb. ix. 22); and before
its introduction, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in whatever part
of Canaan they pitched their tents, erected altars unto the Lord;
and a sacrifice was the first act of Noah on quitting the ark
and taking possession of the renewed and desolate world, and
we know that it was accepted. Reason, unenlightened from
above, would surely never have inferred that the slaughter of
animals could be an act of worship which their Creator would ap-
prove, and might well adopt the Psalmist's language," Thinkest
thou I will drink bulls' blood, or eat the flesh of goats? If I feel
liungry I will not tell thee,for all the beasts of the forest are mine,
and so are the cattle upon a thousand hills" It is a reasonable
presumption that the skins with which God clothed our first
parents were those of animals which He had instructed them to
sacrifice; and we can hardly doubt that the cause why Abel's
animal sacrifice was accepted, while Cain's thanksgiving offer^-
ing of the fruits of the earth was rejected, was, that he com-

* We learn from Plutarch, in his life of Themistocles, that the people
compelled him to sacrifice three Persian captives to Bacchus Omestes (the
Devourer); and in the life of Marcellus, that in obedience to an oracle at
the commencement of the war with the Gauls, a man and a woman of that
nation were buried alive. Even in the reign of Diocletian, a man was sacri-
ficed at Rome itself, on the feast of Jupiter Latiaris.